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concourse of circumstances by which Bernadotte had been
raised to the position of heir-presumptive to the Swedish
crown. After all his assurances that he would remain a
Frenchman at heart, the new prince let himself be inveigled
or intimidated by the English, who could, indeed, easily have
overthrown him. He sacrificed the true interests of his new
country when he let himself be swayed by England and
allied himself with Eussia, as he did in a meeting with the
Emperor Alexander at the Finnish town of Abo. The
Eussians had just conquered that province, and promised to
indemnify Sweden, by the cession of Norway, which was
to be torn from Denmark, the too faithful ally of France.
Thus Bernadotte, instead of relying on our army to get back his
provinces, sanctioned these encroachments by placing himself
among the allies of Eussia, If he would have acted with us
the geographical position of Sweden would have served our
common interests admirably.

So far, however, the new Crown Prince did not definitely
take sides against us; he waited till he could judge the
chances of victory, and did not declare himself till the nest
year. Deprived of support from Turkey and Sweden,
Napoleon'sL only available allies towards the north were the
Poles : a turbulent race, whose forefathers, when they formed
an independent state, could not agree, and from whom no
moral or physical support could be hoped for. Indeed,
Lithuania and the other provinces of the former Poland had
in their forty years' subjection to Eussia almost wholly lost
the remembrance of their ancient constitution, and regarded
themselves as Eussians of old standing. The sons of the
nobles, accustomed to enter the Czar's armies, were not likely
to attach themselves to the French. With regard to those
Poles who were subject to Austria and Prussia, they marched
against Eussia, but only under the flag of their present
sovereigns, with no enthusiasm for Napoleon. The grand
duchy of Warsaw, added to Saxony by the Treaty of Tilsit,
alone retained a trace of national feeling and attached itself
to France; but what could so small a state do ? Still
Napoleon, confident alike in his might and in his genius,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